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tunity and put their hands over their hearts
with pride, knowing that in their land the
sun is always just peeking out over the hori-
zon.

I’m delighted to have been back in Find-
lay. Thank you once again for this warm
welcome, and may God bless the United
States of America. Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. at
Findlay Machine and Tool, Inc., in Tall Tim-
bers Industrial Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Joe Kirk, company president, and
Jim Woodward, chairman, Adopt a Flag
Committee in Findlay, OH.

Remarks in Toledo, Ohio, on Additional Disaster Assistance for
Florida Following Hurricane Andrew
August 27, 1992

The President. I want to make a brief
statement on the hurricane situation in
south Florida. I’ve been on the phone with
Secretary Card; with the White House, of
course; and with Governor Chiles, the Gov-
ernor of Florida. Secretary Card is the head
of this Federal task force that is responding
to the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew, and
I talked to both him and Governor Chiles
about what more needs to be done.

I’ve directed the Federal troops to be
immediately alerted and begin to provide
additional emergency assistance to the vic-
tims of the disaster. We are going to fulfill
the request of the Governor for Federal
participation by the military. And then we
will be doing a lot more because, as these
reports have come in today, the damage
is far more widespread than even we had
feared. We directed the Department of De-
fense to supply comprehensive assistance
to the affected areas, including mobile
tents, food, water, field kitchens. I’ve also
directed them to supply whatever transpor-
tation is necessary, including aircraft and
helicopters, to fulfill that vital mission.

The damage has created tragedy for mil-
lions of Floridians. Some are estimating it
may be the worst national disaster this
country has seen, natural disaster. And on
behalf of every American, of course, let me
just express profound concern to those resi-
dents of Florida.

But the military is moving, and there’s
meetings right now to further enhance this
mobilization. So help is on the way. It will
be a major effort because the National
Guard in Florida, according to the Gov-
ernor, has been fully mobilized now. I think
we saw half the troops mobilized as of yes-
terday, but even that, with a lot of troops,
have not been able to handle this job. So
the Federal Government is not only pre-
pared to assist but is in this instance very
eager to assist. So that will be underway,
and relief will be forthcoming very, very
soon.

Q. Mr. President, what will the role of
the troops be? Is there a problem of looting
there?

The President. No, I think the Florida
Guard has done a good job in the security
aspects. And I think these troops and these
facilities will be used for sanitation, for
feeding, for housing, tents, for example, and
to bring that kind of relief to the people.

Thank you all very, very much.
Q. Do you want to talk about politics

a little bit?
The President. I’d better not right now.

Note: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. at
the Toledo Express Airport prior to his de-
parture for Washington, DC.
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